This mammoth sentence is preceded by two paragraphs which refer briefly to the followiing causes of acidosis in this order:-diarrhoea, diabetes mellitus, renal failure, overdose with acetazolamide or aspirin, emphysema, mechanical respiratory failure, respiratory centre depression and cor pulmonale.
THIS book is divided into three parts; the first ten chapters cover the history, nature and techniques of hypnosis; the next four chapters are about the theories and phenomena of hypnosis, and there are eleven chapters on the clinical applications, including a chapter by Stanley Tinkler on the use of hypnosis in dental surgery. The first two parts consist of chapters written in a simple and clear way outlining what is actually done andl some of the phenomena which have been produced under hypnosis. The chapter on the theories of hypnosis makes no mention of the extensive research of T. X. Barber which calls in question the special status of the hypnotic state.
The IT is hard to accept that twenty-two years have passed since this little h-andbook was first published, and during this time it has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese, Greek and German.
Clearly it has filled an important gap in medical education. Its popularity rests on the fact that it is based on a classification of differential diagnosis of major symptoms which are then developed systematically with a useful cross reference from one section to another.
With the development of specialization over the years, Dr. Seward has drawn on the services of Dr. David Mattingly with advice from several other colleagues in the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital.
A great deal of sound practical and reliable medicine has been covered in this small book, which still slips comfortably into the white coat pocket. A happy balance has been reached in the amount of space given to common and less common conditions and few important though less common diseases avoid mention. There is a useful though rather short chapter on"Drugs Considered as Causes of Symptoms" by Dr. Harry Hall, and the contribution by him on "Coma" is a valuable one. The section on Normal Values is useful especially as it indicates the specimens necessary for tests with explanatory notes. This book has been thoroughly brought up to date and shows several new features. These will make it even more useful to the medical practitioner, student and junior doctor, to whom it is especially recommended.
Any doctor reading this little book will find it a refreshing experience M.W. WHETHER we like it or not assessment by multiple choice questions is now an established feature in all branches of education. Much of the criticism levelled at this type of examination is due to the use of badly phrased and ambiguous questions. Again too often students regard the study of the available questions only as an exercise in the technique of passing examinations. This collection of well phrased and clear questions will test the students' knowledge over a wide field. More important its use will test whether the student really understands what he has read and heard, and the brief but clear explanations following the questions will not only increase his knowledge, but will improve his real understanding of the subject and teach him to think. The book is well arranged with groups of four statements on the left hand page. On the right hand page the student marks the statement true or false while covering the answer with the card provided. This also allows the book to be marked on three separate occasions, When the card is lifted the student can read the correct answer and a brief but very clear statement justifying it. The questions in ten sections cover the various physiological systems and are divided into basic and applied physiology. The authors are to be congratulated on filling so well a gap in physiological test books, and this will serve as a model for what might be done in other disciplines.
J.E.M.
UNITS, SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS, a Guide for Biological and Medical
Editors and Authors .Edited by George Ellis (Pp. 36. £0.54 post free). London: Royal Society of Medicine, 1971. THIS guide is based on recommendations of a working party set up at a conference of medical editors held in London in 1968 and should do much to reduce the existing confusion. It is stated that there are 2,632 different ways of setting out a conference. Editors will readily believe this and too often authors use half a dozen or more in one article. It is suggested that the confusion of abbreviations for the names of journals be avoided by giving the name in full. We think the value of this is over-rated, but increasingly welcome it from our contributors. Abbreviations are best avoided in a general medical journal, but, when required to avoid the repetition of long words or phrases, those given are commended to our authors. Certain usuages recommended may seem unnecessarily pedantic, but in these days when many joumals employ professional copy writers the old excuse' Tis well enough spelt for a gentleman' no longer applies.
PSYCHOLOGY IN MEDICINE by J. E. Orme and F. G. Spear. (Pp.xiv+ 1-218). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1971.
THE medical student to-day is becoming increasingly aware of the fact that a knowledge of clinical psychology can help him in his work with patients, and the problems arising from their illness. His work with psychiatric patients helps him to focus more sharply on some of
